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Richard Travis, Ed Cobb and Don Costello are seen in the Strand 
Theatre’s ‘‘Truck Busters,’’ Warner Bros.’ action picture of adventure 
on wheels. The picture starts its engagement at the Strand Theatre 


on Friday. 


Dick Travis Made 


Dream Come True 


Richard Travis, who has the 
principal role in Warner Bros.’ 
“Truck Busters,” now at the 
Strand Theatre, is a young 
Arkansas fellow who dreamed 
of making good in Hollywood, 
then went to work to make that 
dream come true. 

Born in Paragould, Ark., 
Dick early became interested in 
radio work, then joined small 
touring theatrical companies for 
experience before heading for 
Hollywood. During his first en- 
counter with the studios, Dick 
was advised to return to stock 
companies for more experience 
and he, wise lad, took the ad- 
vice. 

Upon his return to the film 
capital, however, Warner Bros. 
was sufficiently interested to 
sign him to a contract and to 
prepare him for bigger roles by 
placing him in a number of 
short subjects. 

Dick studied diligently, im- 
proving with each new chance 
on the screen. Then came the 
day when Bette Davis needed a 
leading man for “The Man Who 
Came To Dinner.” None of the 
prospects pleased her, and she 
had nearly despaired of locating 
the right person when, one night 
at a neighborhood movie, she 


“TRUCK BUSTERS’ 
NOW AT STRAND 


“Truck Busters,” Warner 
Bros.’ thrilling drama of the 
young men who drive cross- 
country trucks, will open at the 
Strand Theatre on Friday. “ 

The picture stars Richard 
Travis and Virginia Christine, 
and has a talented supporting 
cast that includes Charles Lang, 
Ruth Ford, Richard Fraser, 
Michael Ames, and others. 

The picture is a dramatiza- 
tion of the important work 
America’s intrepid truck drivers 
are doing in manning this coun- 
try’s all-important war-time 
lifelines. 

The action-packed film was 
directed by B. Reeves Eason, 
from an original screen play by 
Robert E. Kent and Raymond L. 
Schrock, 
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saw Dick in Warner Bros.’ 
service short subject, “Here 
Comes The Cavalry.” 

“There’s my new leading 


man,” she said. 

Dick got the role, giving such 
a good account of himself that 
he was immediately earmarked 
for bigger and better roles. 
Since “The Man Who Came To 
Dinner,” he has appeared in 
“The Big Shot,” “Escape From 
Crime” and “The Postman 
Didn’t Ring.” 


THE CAST 


Casey Dorgan 
Richard Travis 
Eadie Watkins 
Virginia Christine 
Jimmy Dorgan. Charles Lang 
Ruth Ford 


Dave Todd. ..Michael Ames 
Police Captain Gear 
Frank Wilcox 
Don Costello 
Al Wilson. ...Rex Williams 
Joe Moore Bill Crago 
Scrappy O’Brien. Monte Blue 
Tim Shaughnessy 
Bill Kennedy 
Stephen S. Gray 
William B. Davidson 
Andy Panopolos 
George Humbert 
Peggy Diggins 
John Harmon 
District Attorney Danton 
John Maxwell 
Glenn Cavender 
George Havelock 
Frank Ferguson 
Landis. .Robert Middlemass 
Edward Keane 


Jean Ames 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by 
B. REAVES EASON 


Original Screen Play by 
Robert E. Kent & Raymond 
L. Schrock; Director of 
Photography Harry Neu- 
mann, A.S.C.; Film Editor 
Clarence Kolster; Art Di- 
rector Hugh Reticker; Dia- 
logue Director Harry Sey- 
mour; Special Effects by By- 
ron Haskin, A.S.C. and Wil- 
lard Van Enger, A. S. C.; 
Sound by Everett A. Brown; 
Set Decorations by Walter 
F. Tilford; Makeup Artist 
Perc Westmore; Gowns by 


Milo Anderson. 


(Opening Day) 


TRUCK FILM 


AT STRAND 


Thrills, danger and high ad- 
venture are the ingredients that 
make up the new Warner Bros. 
picture, “Truck Busters,” which 
opens at the Strand Theatre 
today. 

Richard Travis and Virginia 
Christine head a featured cast 
that includes Charles Lang, Wil- 
liam Davidson, Don Costello and 
other fine players. 

The picture deals with the 
lives of the young men who drive 
the mighty cross-country trucks 
so necessary to modern civiliza- 
tion. 

It also has to do with the love 
story of Casey Dorgan (Richard 
Travis), an intrepid young 
truckman, and Eadie Watkins 
(Virginia Christine) who por- 
trays a waitress at a roadside 
cafe. 

Casey, through his younger 
brother Jimmie (Charles Lang) 
becomes involved in a series of 
events that lead to his arrest. 
In order to prove his innocence, 
he prevails upon the district at- 
torney to carry out a plan 
whereby the real culprit can be 
apprehended. The manner in 
which he finally extricates him- 
self is the clever climax of this 
exciting drama. Casey is vindi- 
cated and free to marry the 
girl he loves. 

“Truck Busters’ was. di- 
rected by B. Reaves Eason from 
an original screen play by 
Robert E. Kent and Robert L. 
Schrock. The supporting cast 
includes Charles Lang and Ruth 
Ford. 


SYNOPSIS 
(Not for Publication) 


Stephen Gray (William 
Davidson), trucking magnate, 
concocts a plan to freeze 
the independents out of bus- 
iness, and hires Tony Bon- 
etti (Don Costello) to do the 
dirty work. Casey Dorgan 
(Richard Travis), a trucker, 
gets the independents to put 
up a fight, but Gray reiali- 
ates by ‘fixing’? a truck 
driven by. Casey and his 
brother, Jimmy (Charles 
Lang). Jimmy is killed and 
to avenge his death Casey 
goes to Wilson’s (Rex Wil- 
liams) apartment to accuse 
him of murder. While there, 
Bonetti breaks in and kills 
Wilson. Casey is arrested for 
murder, but persuades the 
D. A. to work out his plan to 
trap the real murderer. They 
succeed and Casey is freed. 


BILLING 


Warner Bros.’ 50% 
Pictures, Inc. Presents 5% 


‘TRUCK BUSTERS co». 


RICHARD TRAVIS 
VIRGINIA CHRISTINE 
CHARLES LANG 

RUTH FORD 20% 


Directed by 


fo} 
B. Reaves Eason” ” 


Original Screen Play by 
Robert E. Kent 3% 

and Raymond L. Schrock 
A Warner Bros.- 


First National Picture 5% 


(Lead Story) 
“Truck Busters” 


OPENS TODAY At Strand Friday 


Only those who have never 
come unexpectedly face to face 
with a huge careening truck on 
a narrow stretch of a lonely 
road can fail to appreciate the 
drama and excitement that is to 
be found in the lives of the men 
who pilot those mighty freight- 
ers on all the nation’s roads. 

Warner Bros.’ “Truck Bust- 
ers,” which opens at the Strand 
on Friday, is the dramatization 
of those men’s lives. and loves. 
It shows the dangers they face, 
the hopes they hold and the hard 
and heavy work they do to speed 
the commerce of a war-busy 
world. 

Death stalks the roads these 
men travel and all the human 
experiences and emotions are 
registered in the clash of the 


Busters” is a lively, thrilling 
demonstration of life as it is 
lived among adventurous people, 
men and women who work hard, 
play hard and accept the conse- 
quences fate has in store for 
them. 

Trucking has become an in- 
tegral part of American life, 
and “Truck Busters” tells the 
story behind the steering wheels 
on those roaring lorries. 

The picture stars Richard 
Travis, with Virginia Christine, 
who is co-starred, providing the 
love interest. The supporting 
cast consists of Charles Lang, 
Ruth Ford, William Davidson 
and others. 

“Truck Busters” was directed 
by B. Reeves Eason, from an 
original screen play by Robert 


trucking gears and the rumble E. Kent and» Raymond L. 
of those turning wheels. “Truck Schrock. 
(Review) 


Action Film Comes 
To Strand Theatre 


There are few non-military 
callings today spiced with more 
adventure and danger than that 
of the drivers of the huge and 
powerful lorries which carry 
freight on long hauls across 
country. That point is made 
vividly and excitingly in “Truck 
Busters,” the action-packed 
Warner Bros. picture that had 
its initial showing at the Strand 
Theatre yesterday. 

Starring Richard Travis and 
Virginia Christine, the picture 
is a dramatization of the adven- 
ture and romance involved in 
the lives of the men who drive 
the huge, cross-country trucks. 
It is also the moving love story 
of Casey Dorgan (Richard 
Travis) and Eadie Watkins 
(Virginia Christine) who por- 
trays a waitress at a roadside 
cafe. 

Richard Travis gives a realis- 
tic performance as a courage- 
ous young truckman, while a 
new screen personality is intro- 
duced in blonde Virginia Chris- 
tine. Her performance in the 
feminine lead holds brilliant 
promise for the future. 

A talented supporting cast is 
headed by Charles Lang, Ruth 
Ford, Richard Fraser’ and 
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Richard Travis and _ Virginia 
Christine, making her screen 
debut, play the romantic leads in 
“Truck Busters,’? Warner Bros. 
film now at the Strand Theatre. 


Michael Ames. “Truck Busters” 
was ably directed by B. Reaves 
Eason from an original screen 
play by Robert E. Kent and 
Raymond L. Schrock. 


STARLET PLAYS 
LEADING ROLE 


From Hedda Gabler to Eadie 
Watkins is a long leap but it is 
just such radical adjustments 
that a girl must make if she 
would be, a movie star—that 
was what pretty, blonde Virginia 
Christine learned shortly after 
she had signed a term contract 
with Warner Bros. 

Virginia was given the screen 
test that resulted in her getting 
the contract because she had 
scored a great success in a “little 
theatre” production of Ibsen’s 
“Hedda Gabler,” in which she 
played the title role. All her 
previous experience in dramatics 
had also been in the realm of 
the great stage classics. 

Hardly was the ink dry on her 
film contract when Virginia was 
given a genuine lead in a picture 
—an unprecedented experience 


for a screen newcomer in Holly- 
wood. 

She was cast as Eadie Wat- 
kins.’ And who is Eadie Wat- 
kins? About as far a cry from 
the moody Hedda Gabler as can 
be imagined. Eadie is a wait- 
ress in a cheap roadside restau- 
rant catering mainly to truck 
drivers and she becomes in- 
volved, heroically and strenu- 
ously, in an exciting saga of 
gangsterdom. Action is the key- 
note of the picture and Virginia 
got plenty of it. 

The picture is Warner Bros.’ 
“Truck Busters,’ now at the 
Strand Theatre, and Virginia 
shares the leads in it with Rich- 
ard Travis, Charles Lang and 
Ruth Ford. Michael Ames and 
Frank Wilcox are featured. 

Acting in it was, Virginia pro- 
claims, an experience in every 
sense of that word. And now 
she knows why the end result 
of the art of cinematography 
is called a moving’ picture, with 
accent on the “moving.” 


with RICHARD TRAVIS- VIRGINIA CHRISTINE-CHARLES LANE 
RUTH FORD - Directed by B. REAVES EASON 
Original Screen Play by Robert E. Kent and Raymond L. Schrock 


THOR se Re PS : 


Mat 202-6¥%2 inches x 2 columns (186 lines)-30c 


Thpille/ yy pcg . 


“ 


Excitement with every 
Spin of the wheels! 


A WARNER BROS. Picture 


with RICHARD TRAVIS- VIRGINIA CHRISTINE- CHARLES LANE 


RUTH FORD - Directed by B. REAVES EASON 
Original Screen Play by Robert E. Kent and Raymond L. Schrock 
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A 
‘WARNER BROS. 
Picture 


with RICHARD TRAVIS - VIRGINIA CHRISTINE 
CHARLES LANE - RUTH FORD 
Directed by B. REAVES EASON = original screen 
Play by Robert £. Kent and Raymond L. Schrock 


On Sale 


MILES OF THRILLS! 


Excitement 
with every 
spin of the 
wheels! 


WARNER BROS. 
Picture 


with RICHARD TRAVIS - VIRGINIA CHRISTINE 
CHARLES LANE - RUTH FORD 


Directed by B. REAVES EASON = Original Screen 
Play by Robert E. Kent and Raymond L. Schrock 


e-F2T tt Fe On Sale 
z Zisiiisey BUY !2:322.2423 In Lobby! 


with RICHARD TRAVIS + VIRGINIA CHRISTINE 
CHARLES LANE - RUTH FORD 


Directed by B. REAVES EASON - original Screen 
Play by Robert E. Kent and Raymond L. Schrock 
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ADVENTURE 
ON WHEELS 


Cut out profile of a truck and mount on side 
wall of lobby. Paste a montage of stills on 
side of truck with cut-out of title (from post- 
ers) over photos. Mount wheels made of 
compo board and connect to small motor so 
that wheels spin at a fast clip. Add a siren ef- 
fect and you’ve got a real eye-and-ear-catcher 
for passersby. Copy: ‘Adventure on Wheels 
.. see “Truck Busters’.” 


THRILL-METER DISPLAY 


Rig up a. thrill- 
meter as shown at 
left, using appro- 
priate s till s from 
your Vitagraph 
Exchange set (plus 
special display 
stills shown be- 
low) for illustra- 
tion. Place it out 
front alongside 
¢ box-office, where 
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Warner Bros.’ 


‘TRUCK BUST 


COMING FRIDAY 


it’s sure to attract 


attention. 


GIVEAWAY IDEAS 


For a flash herald, reprint a quantity of ad 
mat 203 (see opposite page) on colored news 
stock, about 442” wide by 8” deep. In space 
above ad mat print several scare headlines 
such as “ADVENTURE ON WHEELS; 
DANGER RULES THE ROADS; EXCITE- 
MENT ROARS ACROSS THE SCREEN.” 


Below mat add theatre credits. 
ae hee a 


For a novelty giveaway, card size, run this 
one: STOP worrying about what to do... 
GO see “TRUCK BUSTERS,” Warner Bros.’ 
exciting story of adventure on wheels... at 
the Strand Theatre starting Friday. 


SPECIAL DISPLAY STILLS 


These two special stills will come in handy to 
get action and excitement into your displays. 
They’re used with great effect in the ads and 
posters. Order “TB Display Stills’”—set of 2 
—15c—from the Warner Bros. Campaign 
Plan Editor, 321 West 44 St., New York City. 


CITYWIDE STREET SAFETY 
DRIVE TIED TO SHOWING 


The extreme war effort on the production front 
has brought truck traffic on city streets and country roads to 
a new peak. More than ever, too, the urgent need to keep acci- 
dents to a new low is obvious. Both these facts are reason 
enough to aid your community in launching a safety drive to 
prevent street accidents. The stunt works itself once it gets 
started, carried through mainly by local school and civic 
organizations. 


HERE’S WHAT YOU DO: Arrange now for 
a poster campaign to be spotted in all schools, war factories 
and public buildings, plus windows and billboards that may be 
promoted. Campaign is sponsored by local organizations such 
as the Safety Council, Insurance Company, Rotary, Kiwanis 
or American Legion. Also: 


1. Award prizes to school children for 
best essay on ‘‘How to Prevent Street 
Accidents.” 


Prevent Accidents! 


Join the 


“TRUCK BUSTERS 103 a ee 
Help Bust the Record for Truck “This is a TRUCK BUSTER .. . 


Safety! we’re out to Bust all Records for 


Safety . . . Please Cooperate.” 
Watch the Lights! Cross at 


Crossings! = <& Here is a suggested poster for 


[THEATRE IMPRINT] distribution along lines outlined above. 


Wherever possible, add snipe giving pic- 
ture and playdate credits. 
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‘TRUCK BUSTERS’ SCRAP DRIVE 
MAKES A NOVEL STREET BALLY 


Here’s a fresh new angle that’s aimed to stimulate your local scrap 
drive and whip up lots of extra interest in your showing. On street 
curb in front of theatre, in advance of run, build three miniature 
“trucks” of light pine and compo board. Build these to stand a pres- 
sure of no more than 100 pounds. Then offer free tickets to see 
“Truck Busters” to the person whose scrap added to the pile on the 
“truck” finally busts it. Display frame nearby reads: “Join the TRUCK 
BUSTERS . . . Help Uncle Sam Collect Scrap for Victory . . . add 
your scrap to the heap on the truck . . . if it busts the truck . . . you'll 
be invited by the management to see Warner Bros.’ exciting melo- 
drama “TRUCK BUSTERS’ . . . FREE!” Add some scrap to heap 
to get stunt started. 
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STREET SOAP BOX 
DERBY FOR KIDS 


Arrange a local “Truck Busters 
Soap Box Derby’’ in street in front 
of theatre early Saturday morning 
with a special kid’s matinee sched- 
uled to follow. Winner of derby 
gets promoted prizes at stage pre- 
sentation. Also add some Warner 
short subjects for this special 
children’s matinee. 


WARNER BROS.’ 
ACTION TRAILER! 


You’ve got to show ’em the kind 
of thrills and excitement in “Truck 
Busters” with the thrill-crammed 
trailer .. . every frame loaded with 
the promise of adventure and ac- 
tion! 


BOOK IT TODAY... 


from your Vitagraph Exchange! 
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Special Quantity Prices 


_ SIX-SHEETS 
ZS CLG HAN Fey mene he teas 80c each 
SO ta GO eee Cn a Shey, 70c each 
TOO ‘and over: ee Se 60c each 
THREE-SHEETS 
BO te99 es, ee? tee 32c each 
100 ‘and Uover! (is se 28c each 
ONE-SHEETS 
1S 0 pesdh oC be Whe gH ea lle each 
LOOBiand over. iki kos ae 9c each 
REGULAR WINDOW CARDS 
Def AO ener eis ine | x sive! 7c each 
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INSERT CARD REGULAR 
Rental: 12c WINDOW CARD 


WARNER 
BROS. 


2x02: LOCOEK cans oat 
TRAYS SURBTE - LABE FORD. 


2 COLORED 22 x 28’s rae -™ a. 8 COLORED 11 x 14’s 
Rental: 20c each __eere BE REAVES CASON : Rental: 35c for Set 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


